
ITEM 7 – PETITION: STREET LIGHTING IN BROUGHTON ASTLEY 

Hello, my name is Julie Harding and for the past couple of month's I 

have been petitioning for the lights to remain on in Broughton 

Astley. I have taken time to have a dialogue with people who feel 

similarly to me. Many do not feel safe walking around in our village. 

Whether that be late at night, or early in the morning. Within the 

past couple of months, there has been a growing number of 

burglaries, leaving people feeling even more uneasy. I started a 

petition online which gained 672 signatures, but I was informed that 

only 502 would count as some were living outside Leicestershire. 

Following this I decided to put pen to paper and hand out petitions in 

some shops and business around the village. This gained 367 

signatures in a week, and the dialogue from this once again 

confirmed that people were feeling unsafe in their own village. I 

know that the council are trying to save money somewhere, but I 

don’t think that those cuts should come at the cost of people's 

confidence and sense of security. The council stand to save a lot of 

money by investing in LED street lighting, which affords an 

unprecedented saving in both maintenance and running costs. The 

savings created by switching so many lights off in the early hours, is 

surely minimal to the overall council spend. This policy comes at the 

cost of people feeling insecure in their own village. However It states 

in the Leicester Mercury that there was already a £25million scheme 

to replace lighting across Leicester with LED bulbs in order to cut 

carbon emissions and cost. As quoted in the Leicester Mercury 'LED 

(bulbs) have a lifespan of about 20 years, with about 4 or 5 years for 

the older bulbs. They can be dimmed to save even more energy, 

avoiding the need for streetlights to be switched off at night.' If this 

is the case surely the need for a cut off time for the lights in our 

village is unnecessary?  
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I'm also aware that when lights are out and are in the process of 

being fixed, it is taking a very long period of time to do so; as was 

made clear on Byre Crescent and Devitt Way.  

I know from research that Oadby had their lights switched on 

because of a rise in crime, do we need to wait for things to get worse 

before we implement a solution? 
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